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With the aim of foster ing collaborat ion,  The Montreal  Group is
faci l i tat ing a ser ies of  One-off  Benchmark Discussions around key issues
for Development Banks such as Internat ional izat ion of  SMEs.  

This is  an opportunity for  part ic ipants to learn and exchange with peers .
For the chosen topic,  below are the suggested quest ions to help
part ic ipants get prepared and to guide the conversat ion:  
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What are the different products (f inancial/non-financial)  offered by
your bank to support SME international expansion?

How do you identify entrepreneurs'  readiness to export?

Do you partner with your network of trade commissioners abroad
(located in Embassies)  and/or in your country? If  so,  how?

Do you play a role in introducing your SMEs to foreign government
procurement opportunit ies? If  so,  how do you do it  and do you
measure the impact?

How do you help entrepreneurs diversify their  export destinations?
Do you promote  Free Trade Agreements'  advantages?

What other International Relations/Partnerships does your Bank
nurture/develop in support of  internationalization?

What kind of targets and goals have you set for your own
organization regarding the internationalization of SMEs?

Are there any specif ic measures regarding the r isk taken when you
consider f inancing international projects compared to tradit ional
domestic projects? 



Director, Revenue Growth and Expansion
(BDC)

Martin Wiedenhoff is Director, Revenue Growth and Expansion at the Business
Development Bank of Canada (BDC) where he helps entrepreneurs launch and improve
their website and develop their online marketing strategy. He is a seasoned professional
with over 10 years of technology and marketing experience. 

Martin has lived in nine cities and five countries, speaks five languages and has worked for
companies such as IKEA, Insight, CGI, Telus and Videotron. From social media to e-
commerce and anything in between, he shares knowledge and views concerning
upcoming trends affecting Canadian businesses and helps his clients make smart
technology investments.

Contact information:
Martin.WIEDENHOFF@bdc.ca

MARTIN
WIEDENHOFF



Director, International Relations  (BDC)

Sandra joined the Business Development bank of Canada (BDC) in 2006 and has held
various business development positions in the Canadian SME ecosystem before taking on
her current role. She was raised in a family of entrepreneurs. Presently, she is responsible
for strengthening BDC’s international relations to benefit Canadian SMEs and to enhance
thought leadership for BDC. 

Apart from her role at the BDC, Sandra has the unique opportunity to act as Secretary
General for The Montreal Group, an international not-for-profit association of select
development banks dedicated to supporting micro, small, and medium enterprises.
 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in Communications (Concordia+Equatorial
Guinea+University of Ottawa combined program), a Graduate diploma in International
Business (McGill University) and an MBA (University of Ottawa). She is fluent in French,
English and Spanish.

Contact information:
sandra.peloquin@bdc.ca

SANDRA PÉLOQUIN



William Polushin is a Senior Business Advisor with the Business Development Bank of
Canada (BDC). He is a member of the Revenue Growth & Market Expansion Practice, and
he is the Solution Lead for the team’s International Expansion offering.

Over the past 25 years of his 29 years in industry, William has been helping Canadian and
foreign enterprises—small, medium and large—geographically expand their businesses in
Canada and in foreign markets around the world (North and South America, Asia (India,
Greater China, and Southeast Asia), and Europe). His experience spans several sectors and
industries including, agri-food, manufacturing (industrial and consumer products),
educational services, engineering and construction, information technology, and oil and
gas.

Contact information:
William.POLUSHIN@bdc.ca

Senior Business Advisor (BDC)

WILLIAM POLUSHIN



ISABELLE LEBO
Internat ional  Partnership  Manager

(Bpifrance)

Isabelle Lebo is in charge of International Partnerships at Bpifrance in the International
and European Affairs Department. This activity is cross-cutting to all business lines with the
objective to benchmark and/or collaborate with international counterparts on general
topics of interest to develop our activities and for the benefit of companies.

Isabelle has worked for the last 15 years at Bpifrance on positions related to International
and Export activities. Before joining the Bank, she worked as Senior Marketing Manager at
Siemens components and Marketing Manager at France Telecom Mobiles. She has post-
graduate studies in European Business Law and Marketing and Communication from the 
 Sorbonne and Sceaux Universities and a Master's degree in Technology from ESIEE Paris.

Contact information:
isabelle.lebo@bpifrance.fr



Otto Lindstedt is the Vice President of the growth and internationalization unit of SME
financing at Finnvera. He has been working at Finnvera for 10 years, 6 of them with large
corporates and export financing and 4 years with SMEs.

Otto graduated from the Helsinki School of Economics (Aalto University) and received his
M.Sc. degree in Economics in 2007.

Contact information: 
otto.lindstedt@finnvera.fi

OTTO LINDSTEDT
Vice President, Growth and

Internationalization UNIT, SME Financing
(FINNVERA)
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Jean-Pierre Di Bartolomeo is chairman of the Board of Directors of SOWALFIN, BVA Board
Member since 2005 and BVA Chairman during 2013-2014. His activities on behalf of the
Walloon Government (e.g. he is in charge of the Guarantee Fund for the Walloon Region)
contribute to his expertise in the field of SMEs’ financing solutions.

Mr. Di Bartolomeo’s professional background includes management and financial consulting
(DELOITTE & TOUCH – PRICE WATERHOUSE COOPERS), loan activities at the FWPMI (SRIW
Group), creation and management of the SIAW (loans to SMEs in the Agricultural-and-Food
Industry), management of holding companies at the SOCIETÉ EUROPEENNE DE BANQUE
(COMIT Group, Luxembourg).

Mr. Di Bartolomeo graduated from the University of Liège (Finance) and holds a master’s
degree in SME financing (DURHAM UNIVERSITY Business School, UK).

Contact information: 
jpdibartolomeo@sowalfin.be

JEAN-PIERRE DI
BARTOLOMEO

Chairman (SOWALFIN)
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Laurence Glautier is member of the Management Committee at SOWALFIN and CEO at
SOFINEX. Ms Glautier is also member of the Board of Directors at BVA (Belgian Venture
Capital & Private Equity Association), the SRIW and the SNCB (the Belgian National Railway
Compan).

Laurence holds a degree in Law from the Catholic University of Louvain, institution in which
she also serves as member of the Board of Directors.

Contact information: 
lglautier@sowalfin.be

LAURENCE
GLAUTIER

Executive Committee Member (SOWALFIN)
CEO (SOFINEX)

mailto:lglautier@sowalfin.be


Marie Depelssemaker is adviser at SOWALFIN Group since 2011. She is specialized in
transfers and acquisitions of businesses, international relations and communication. Marie
Depelssemaker is Secretary General of Transeo, the European Association for Sales and
Acquisitions of SMEs, founded by SOWALFIN Business Transfer Department (“SOWACCESS”).
In this role, she manages the network of +70 Members from all over the world: organization
of activities for Members such as working groups and peer sharing, European conferences,
communication, advocacy and recruitment of new Members. She also took part as expert in
several EU Commission experts groups and panels. 

Marie is also working as international public relations adviser in the SOWALFIN Group. Before
joining SOWALFIN, Mrs. Depelssemaker worked as a translator and communication/Public
Relations consultant across diverse industries. Mrs. Depelssemaker holds a master's degree
in Translation (English, Dutch, French).

Contact information: 
mdepelssemaker@sowalfin.be

MARIE
DEPELSSEMAKER

Adviser (SOWALFIN)



The Montreal Group is a global forum for development banks focused on micro, small and medium-
sized enterprises (MSME). 

It is a not-for-profit organization that was founded in 2012 to promote international cooperation,
mutual learning and exchange of technical expertise among its members. 

As of May 2021, members are:
BDC (Canada), BNDES (Brazil), Bpifrance (France), CCG (Morocco), CDB (China), DBN(Nigeria),

Finnvera (Finland), Nafin (Mexico), SIDF (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia), SOWALFIN (Belgium)

Sandra D. Péloquin
Secretary General | Secrétaire générale

Mabel González
Head of oprations | Directrice des opérations

Maritere Hernández
Advisor  |  Conseillère

The Montreal Group | Le Groupe de Montréal
t: + 1 (514) 461-5957

secretariat@themontrealgroup.org  
 

themontrealgroup.org 


